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Several Members of Kirk-ſeſfions thro' the Land. __ 


Proper to be read, and ſeriouſſy conſidered, be: 
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T gives me great Pleaſure to find by the Sale 
of the whole Impreſſion of my Book in ſo 
ſhort a Time, that my Brethren and Countrymen 
are willing to hearken to plain Truth, altho it 
be told them in no better than a plain Way. I 
deſire therefore that you will print another Edi- 
tion of it, and be-pleaſed to let the Paper be a 
little better, 'as perhaps ſome of the Elders of 


Higher Rank may then look into it, for I am ſure 
| X 5 will not touch it in its preſent Form. The 


Author of a Book, called The Juſt View of the 


95 Conſtitution of the ne of Scotland, hath been 


of much Advantage to me, for he hath taught me 
a better way of telling my Stories, viz. by putting 
down the initial and final Letters of the Names 
of the Perſons concerned. — Perhaps I may make 
ſome Uſe of this in a future Paper; for as the 
Summer is coming on, there will be little Occa- 


ſion for Candles, (which is the chief Branch of my 


Buſineſs) for ſome Time, and therefore I intend 
to employ myſelf in communicating intellectual 
Light. Whether I ſhall contend with the above- 

named Author, which of us ſhall lay open moſt 
Scents or IniqQuttr, and of the groſſeſt Kind, 
muſt be determined by the Diſpoſition in which 
I ſhall find myſelf at_the Time of writing. In 


1 13th 


April, 1753. Tours, &c. X. T. 
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Very Dear Brethren, 


I READ once in a Book, that Corruptions in a Church 
for the moſt part come in gradually, and under plau- 
ſible Pretences : From thence I think it may be in- 


ferred, that People are in danger of not perceiving them, 


and confequently of not making a proper, timeous, and 


vigorous Reſiſtance to them. For this Reaſon, it is the 


Duty of every one, that perceives the Church of Chriſt 
to be in Danger in his own Country, to cry aloud, with 
all. his Might, that he may alarm his Neighbours and 
call them to help, to ſupport, and preſerve it. This is 


my Deſign in the Letter I am now writing to you. And, 


tho” hope many good Chriſtians, beſides you, will read 
it, yet I addreſs it to you particularly, becauſe you are 
by your Office moſt obliged to. exert yourſelves, and 


| becauſe you have it moſt in your Power to do ſome 
Service to God, and his Cauſe, at this Day. There 
was a Letter ſent abroad in the Names of ſeveral of us 
before this to the ſame Purpoſe ; but tho' it was very 
generouſly diſtributed, being given Gratis, yet ] do not 
think it was wiſely diſtributed, for it did not come into 


ſo many Hands as it would have done if it had been 
ſold. Beſides I do not know how it comes to pals, but 


I have always obſerved, that theſe Papers that are drawn 


by many, laying their Heads together, are never fo well 
done as thoſe that are drawn by one Perſon according 


to his own Meaſure, Perhaps it may be like telling a 


Story in Company which never gives ſo much Satisfac- 


tion to the Hearers when ſeveral different Perſons join 


in it, and club each their Part, as when it is told by 
one only from the Beginning to the End, : 
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It is very probable I may be thought an improper 
Perlon to take upon me this Taſk, of ſtirring up my Bre- 
thren to a Senſe of their Danger and Duty, as being 
but an unlearned Man,”and not having that Power of 
E. loquence neceſſary for ſo great a Work: But ſuch is 
the Neceſſity in the preſent Caſe, that it is better any 
Body ſhould do it, than no Body; and tho” I cannot 


ſpeak eloquently, I hope I can both {peak and write ſo 
as to be underſtood. My Adverlaries, it is true, (if I 


have any in this Cauſe,) will have the greater Advan- 
tage over me; but I hope the Truth and Importance of 
the Matters I ſhall deliver will make up what I want in 
Art. The Truth is, if I had never ſo much Eloquence 
1 would uſe none of it upon this Occaſion, for I do, 
from my Heart abominate to hear much ſtudied Elo- 
quence and Bravery of Speech upon weighty Subjects. 
This, by the By, is one of the chief Faults I find in 
fome of our young Miniſters at preſent ; they entertain 
us upon Heaven or Hell, with what an old E ng liſh Di- 


vine calls a nice, ſtarch'd, laced Oration, and ſuch Fan- 
_ cies and Expreſſions as, if their Subject, and the State 


of their Hearers, were upon their Hearts, would never 


once come into their Minds. When an Houle is on 


Fire, and a Man goes to call for Aſſiſtance, he does not 


| ſtudy fine and curious Language to tell what he wants; 


People would think be was in Jeſt if he did : Inſtead of 
that, he cries out as loudly, and earneſtly, and plainly 


as ever he is able ; and this is the Way that 1 intend | 


to take. 


I ſhall only further by Way of Introduction 455 hs 


perhaps I am not altogether ſo unfit as may be imagin- 


ed, for giving Information, or even Advice, to my 
Brethren the Elders; for I am now wearing into old 


Age, and conſequently ſhould have ſome Experience. 


It is long ſince I was ordained an Elder, and I have not 


only been often a Member of Church Judicatories, but 
have been preſent at all that have been within my Reach 


for theſe many Years by paſt, And, which is {till more, 


tho' my Spirit is now {ſomewhat deprefſed, I was by 
Nature of a chearful Temper, and a kind of laughing 
Gonſtitution ; This gained me often Admiſion into the 
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Compal of the Clergy of the younger Sort, and dl 


uſed more Freedom with me than they would have done 


with ſome others; which enabled me to fee into their 
Characters and Ways, and helped to explain ſome pub- 
lick Proceedings. The firſt Thing I ever obſerved, and 
which you and the World may take as the firſt Fruits of 


my Experience, was this, that a religious Profeſſor of 


the grave Kind is the Abhorrence and Deteſtation of 
many modern young Clergymen. They certainly rec- 
kon every ſuch one a, wicked Man, for they keep their 

mouths with a Bridle when he is before them. On the 


5 contrary, when they are with one of a merry Temper, 


tho” alſo a Profeſſor, they ſhew more of their own na- 
tural ſelves. It is not eaſy indeed to explain this Me- 


thod of Proceeding, for they often tell us that true Re- 


ligion is a cheerful Thing, and doth not lead to Mo- 
roſeneſs or Severity, and yet they ſeem always them- 


ſelves to expect more Strictneſs and Tenderneſs of Con- 


ſcience in the grave than in the chearful. However I 
can aſſure them they are often miſtaken, for J have ma- 
ny Times known thoſe who preſerved their good Hu- 
mour very well, make moſt ſevere Reflections afterward 


upon the Liberties they were plenſed to take in their 


Preſence. 
Lou ſee, Brethren, 4 young Clergy ſtick frangely 


in my Stomach, for they have already brought me twice 


upon them before I have fairly entered upon my Subject. 

But I beg Pardon for this Irregularity, and proceed to 
inform you, that one Thing which I think very threat- 
ning in the preſent State of this Church is the Frequen- 


cy of violent Settlements, or ordaining Miniſters alto- 
gether againſt the Inclinations of the People who are. 


intended to be under their Charge. This Practice has 
prevailed exceedingly within theſe thirty Years by paſt. 
When once a Preſentation is given, that now-a-days, 


in a manner, ſecures the Settlement: For, tho' there is 


an Aſſembly, perhaps once in five or {ix Years, that 
refuſes ſuch Settlements, yet the moſt part of them ap- 
point them all: And it is likely to be more and more 
ſo; for thoſe that are brought into the Church over the 
Belly of the People, think — to ſup! port 
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all Cauſes of the ſame Kind. 1 cannot help telling you 
there is a great change in Mens Opinions and Diſcourſes. 


vpon this Subject in my Remembrance. It was once 
almoſt univerſal to ſpeak of Preſentations as a great 


- Grievance. Every Miniſter ſeemed to regret it, and to 


think it his Duty, not only to endeavour the Removal 


of it altogether upon any proper Opportunity, but never 


to conſent to the Admiſſion of any Man without a Call 


from the People, tho' the Power of the Patron hindred 


the admiſſion of another, that was agreeable to their 
Mind. In Proceſs of Time this Language began to ſoften, 


and we heard very little about it at all. Afterwards the 
common Stile came to be, I wiſh before you ſeek the 


Repeal of the Patronage- act, you would find ſomething 


better to put in its Place: You eannot agree among 
yourſelves about the Method of ſettling Kirks, and there- 


fore it is better to have this Rule than none at all. And 


now of late, (if you will believe me,) I have heard ma- 


ny boldly affirm, that they prefer this Way before any 
other, and would wiſh the People as tamely to ſubmit 
to the Patron's Man as they do in England. Only one 
Step more remains to be taken, which is, that thoſe who 


are ſettled do all in their Power to keep the People from 


ever coming in to them, and then they will have the 
comfortable Enjoyment of their Stipends without any 
Work. This, I underſtand, is hopefully begun in ma- 
ny Places, and, it is poſſible, in twenty Years more 
may become univerſal. | | ; 

I really do not well know what to ſay upon this Sub- 


ject, for I always thought, and I am ſure it was once 


the Opinion of a great many, that the great End of or- 
daining a Miniſter was for promoting the Salvation of 
Souls, and particularly thoſe of the People in the Pariſh 
ſupplied; and that providing a Maintenance for a young 


Man was but of ſmall Conſideration, in Compariſon of 


the other. But now-a-days, this Jaſt is become the 
chief End, and one is almoſt aſhamed to ſpeak of the o- 
ther. I remember above ſeven Years ago, a Member 
of the Aſſembly took it in to his Hand, to ſpeak of the 
Glory of God as the great End they were to view in 
their Proceedings, and the Moderator (either did, or) 
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vas by ſome preſent deſired to check him, as being off 
the Point in Hand. I was at that Time much diſpleaſ- 


ed with the Conduct of theſe Perſons, and thought it 
highly indecent ; but I am now fatisfied that they were 
in the right; for, to be ſure, the Glory of God is by 
no Means the Point in View, when many of theſe Set- 
tlements are carrying on. Fo | 
When mention is made of the Right of the People in 
calling their Miniſters, I obſerve ſome of late attempt to 
turn it into Ridicule ; But we are not altogether ſuch 


Fools as they imagine. We do not pretend that all 


Men have an equal Right in calling a Miniſter upon an 
Eſtabliſhment ; we know very well that no Man has 
any Right in calling a Miniſter upon an Eſtabliſhment, 
excepting thoſe to whom the Law gives it. But we con- 
tend ſtrenuouſly for two Points. Firſt, That as Men, 
Chriſtians, Proteſtants, and Preſbyterians, we have a 
Right to judge for ourſelves in all Matters concerning 
Religion; and therefore, that if be not ſatisfied with 
the Doctrine or Miniſtry of any Man in the Eftabliſh- 
ment, we may go to another either in or out of the E- 


ſtabliſhment, When we uſe this Liberty, according to 


the beſt of our ο Judgment, we do not {in againſt 
God, and therefore they are unjuſt Tyrants, lording 
it over God's Heritage, that preſume to cenſure us for 


doing ſo. They cannot put us in Priſon for it, and 


effectively hinder us, (thanks to our civil Liberty) but 


there have been within theſe ten Years paſt; Acts of Al; 


ſembly, appointing Church Cenſures for this, which 1 
maintain is no Crime. | 


The other Point which we contend for is this, That 


as far as Church-courts have any Power in determining 


Settlements, thy are bound, as they regard the Succeſs 


of the Goſpel, to pitch upon a Man who hath the Love 


and Affection of the People to whom he is to preach 
it; and that becauſe this Love is abſolutely neceſſary to 
their profiting by him. If I had a Cauſe to plead before 
the Lords of Seſſion, I would never employ an Advo- 
cate whom all the Lords, or the moſt Part of them, held 
in Contempt or Abhorrence, or perhaps regarded in both 
_ theſe Lights, becauſe that Man's pleading my Cauſe 
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would 
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would prejudice them againſt it. This I venturg to ſay, 
without any Diſparagement to our honourable Judges as 
Men of Ability, and Integrity, for it is the Cafe with all 
Mankind. I remember I had once a Favour to aſk of a 
certain great Man, and applied to a Friend, as I thought, 
proper enough to ſollicite in my Behalf. His Anſwer 
was, I wiſh you all Succeſs, but I am not a proper Per- 
{on to be employed, for he and I have lately fallen out, 
and my appearing for you would do more Harm than 
Good. This was eommon Senſe, and it would be to 
the Credit of ſome Preachers, if they would ſay to their 
Patron, upon finding themſelves unacceptable to the 
Pariſh to which they are preſented, My Lord, or Sir, 
The End to be aimed at in the Ordination of a Mini- 
ſter, is, to preach the Goſpel of Chriſt ſucceſsfully; 
now I jfind plainly, by the Diſpoſition of this People, 
that I am not like to be heard favourably in this Cauſe ; 
and therefore, as I wiſh the Wellfare of the Flock more 
than the Poſſeſſion of the Fleece, I deſire a more pro- 
per Perſon may. be employed. I am perſuaded that 
whoever would act ſo noble and konourable a Part, 
would. not only have the agreeable Reflections of his 
own Mind, but would, in the Courſe of moons, be 
amply rewarded in this Life. 

I expect to be told upon this Occaſion, that the com- 
mon People are moſt unreaſonable and full of Prejudice; 
that they are apt to be inflamed againſt a Man merely 
on account of his getting a Preſentation whatever be 
his other Character, I allow this to be partly true, 
but if their Diſpleaſure be grounded on a Preſentee's un- 
conditional Acceptance of, and obſtinate Adherence to, 
a Preſentation, I deny that it is unreaſonable ; beſides, 
I affirm, that it is far from being wonderful, that the 
People have a general Averſion at Preſentations becauſe 
they have ſuffered much by them; all Men have an 
Abhorrence of what has frequently hurt them; I knew 
a Man that could not endure a brown Horſe, becauſe 
he had once like to have broke his Neck by a Fall from 
one of that Colour. I learned alſo lately, an Inſtance 
much to my Purpoſe, in Converſation with a Scholar. 
He told me that the Kowars becauſe they had ſuffered 
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much in the beginning of their Settlement, from ſome 
of their Kings, not only expelled them, but retained 


always ſuch an Averſion to Kings, that many Ages 


afterwards, when they ſubmitted to Slavery itlelf, yet 


their Maſters were obliged to be called Emperors, and 
never durſt aſſume the Title of Kings, I mult alſo de- 
fire, that all thoſe who have fallen into a Habit of cry- 
ing out againſt the Ignorance, Prejudice and Obſtinacy 

of us the common People, wonld be pleaſed to make 


it maniſeſt, that they themſelves have no Tincture of 
the fame Crimes. 


_ But becauſe many, who, without doing any apparent 
Violence to their own inclinations, ſubmit quietly to 


the Yoke of Patronage, pretend that the Law ties up 


their Hands, and hinders them from regarding the In- 
clinations of the People, I have made it my Buſineſs to 


enquire carefully into the Subject for your Sakes, as well 


as my own, and will now tell you how that Matter 
ſtands. Since the Reformation, Patronage has been 
ſometimes eſtabliſhed by Law, and ſometimes not. All 


Churchmen that were eſteemed ſound Preſbyterians were 
always utterly againſt it. In the Times when the 


Church was what I will venture to call pureſt, it was 
vigorouſly reſiſted, and, for the molt part, when we had 
good civil Rulers it was taken off. Particularly at the 
Revolution it was taken away, and the Removal of it 
was then reckoned- eſſential to the Eſtabliſhment, and 
Continuance of Preſbyterian Government. But in the 
latter End of Queen 47's Reign there came in a Mi- 


niſtry, who were rekoned by many to be for the Pre- 
tender, and moſt part of us Preſbyterians believe that 


to have been true. However, it is certain they were 
no great Friends to our Conſtitution, and among other 
Means they uſed to diſtreſs it, one was, the Re-eſta- 
bliſhment of the Patronage-a&t. A little after, when 
Times were much altered for the better, fome Friend, 


s, got ſuch Clauſes an- 


nexed to it as they imagined, and onenly boaſted, would 


render it ere ineffectual; ſuch as, that the Pa- 
tron ſhould be obliged to preſent witbin ſix Months 
after the Commencement of the Vacancy 3 that a Pre- 
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ff ſentation ſhould be good for nothing, unleſs it was ac- 
4 cepted by the Preſentee, and there being no Obligation 
under a Penalty upon the Church Courts to ordain. 

Now I am told it was, at that Time, thought utterly xy 
incredible, that any Preſbyterian Preacher would accept 
of a Preſentation, at leaſt, without the Conſent of the ©! 
People : But we have lived to ſee other T hings, upon 
which I ſhall at preſent make no Remarks. Another 
Thing thought equally incredible was, that the Church 
Courts ſhould proceed to ordain a Man upon a meer 
Preſentation, unleſs they were obliged. This laſt Con- 
jecture continued to hold good for a conſiderable Time, 
tor they did not go on to the Settlement, till they had 
firſt moderated a Call, which, as it came out, they 
ſometimes ſuſtained, and ſometimes rejected. And in- 
| deed, fo far the Name and Form of our Conſtitution 
j full remains, that I do not find any Preſbytery proceeds 
m1 to take.a Man upon Trials immediately after receiving 
i a Preſentation : They firſt appoint what they are pleaſ- 
if ed to {tile a Moderation of a Call, only, though there 
1 be ſometimes but one or two in the Pariſh calling the 
it Preſentee, they ordinarily appoint his Settlement. This 
— | they now begin not to term a Call but a Concurrence, 

11 as indeed it is much more properly ſo expreſs'd, becauſe 
dne may concur, but a Call from a Pariſh conſiſting of 
| one or few, does not ſound well. 
Prom this you will fee that the Grievance of Patron- 
15! age, as the Law now itands, is much what the Church 
4 thinks fit to make it. A Patron in England can give 
4 the Biſhop a Charge of Horning, or ſomething like it, 
"ns in Caſe he refuſes to ordain his Preſentee; but it is not 
5 io in Scotland: And no Patron can give the Stipend to 
. any Man till the Church ordain him. It is true the 
14. Stipend cannot be given to another, unleſs the Patron 
= conſent ; but if the Church had reſolutely maintained 
| her own Privileges, Patrons would have been much 
j more mild, Nay, I am perſuaded, that we ſhould yet 
have but ſmall Trouble from them, if the Church would 
do their Duty ; only it cannot be denied, that they may 
take a Change FRE Meaſures, (at firſt,) a little the worle, 
as 
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as they have been ſo long uſed to a tame and ſervile 


Submiſſion from almoſt every Church Court. 
This leads me to mention the molt. common and or- 


— 


dinary Argument of many Miniſters, for ſettling upon 


a Preſentation with little or no Concurrence, that if the 


Church go to the utmoſt Extent of her Power, and re- 


fuſe to ſettle upon a Preſentation without a good Call, 


it will provoke the Patrons, (who are moſtly great 


Men, ) to endeavour to get Patronage bound upon us 
more ſtrictly by Act of Parliament. But, in my humble 
Opinion, this is no Argument at all, for if the Yoke be 
the ſame, I cannot ſee there is any great Difference bi 
what ever hand it be made or put on. They ſeem in- 


deed, in this Argument, to conſider the Aiſembly as 


the whole Church, and to think that 1t 1s much better 
to ſubmit to a Thing voluntarily, than to have the 
ſame Hardſhip impoſed by another. But even this is 
what I will by no Means allow to be true, at leaſt, not 
in every Caſe, It puts me in mind of a Story 1 acci- 
dentally met with, in a ſtrange Book, called, The Hi— 
ſtory of John Bull. It ſeems a Man called Fact was 
in Priſon, and in ſome Danger of being condemned, 
On this Occaſion many of his (pretended) Friends came 
about him to offer him their Advice; particularly one 
Habbakkuk Slyboots, who perſuaded him to hang him- 
ſelf, to prevent his being hanged publickly and by au— 
thority. It was difficult to perſuade 7c, of the pood- 
neſs of that Advice, and it will be yet more difficult to 
perſuade me that ſuch Conduct eyer had, or ever will 
have a good Effect. I hate Self-murder in any Cafe, 
and think the Church, as well as every particular Per- 
ſon, ſhould beware of embruing her Hands in her own 
Blood. 

But beſides, I hope it will be conſidered, that the Ge- 


neral Aſſembly, whatever they may be repreientatively, 


are not actually and really the whole Church, Minitters 
and People, and therefore the Point is greatly miſtated 
in the above Argument. The Queſtion is not, Whether 
a Hardſhip is to be put upon the Aſſembly by the Cj- 
vil Power, or they are to have the wreathing of the 


Yoke about their own Neck, and the forming of the 
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Shackles foe their own Links | ? In this Cafe, ta be ſure, 
it is to be ſuppoſed they would uſe their own Fleſh with 
alt poſſible Tenderneſs, But this, I fay, is not the 
Queltion, it is, Whether we the Body of the, Chriſtian 
People are to ſuffer the Yoke and Bondage of Patronage 
(which in itſelf is indiv idually the ſame in either Caſe) 
by Virtue of an Act of Aſſembly, or of an Act of Par- 
liament. In this State of the Queſtion, I declare, in 
my own Name, and I believe, I may ſafely ſay in the 
Name of all the Heritors, Elders and Heads of Families 
in the Nation, that we prefer greatly to ſuffer from the 


Parliament, and that for two Reaſons. One, that it is 


more honourable to ſ1briit to a ſtronger than to a 
weaker Malter; and, h all Reſpect to the General 


Aſſembly, the Parliam.c is rather ſtronger than it, as 
conliſting of two Houſes to one, beſides the King, not 


to mention ſmaller Diffe nces. The other Reaſon is, 
our Connection with an Relation to the General Af- 
ſembly of this National nurch, which makes a wound 

from them to ſmart more ſeverely than from any other 
more diſtant Quarter, If I was ſure to be abuſed in 

my Perſon, Goods, or Reputation, I would endure it 
more eaſily from an indifferent Perſon than from a Bo- 
ſom Friend. If I was to be ſhot To-morrow, I would 

beg it as my laſt Requeſt to be ſhot by a Captain of 
Dragoons, or indeed any Man rathe; than my own 

Father. 

But, after all, I cannot underſtand why it is ſo boldly 
affirmed and taken for granted, that, in the Caſe ſuppoſ- 
ed, the Parliament would inforce the Act of Patronage 
more ſeverely. It appears to me very indiſcreet and un- 
charitable to the Parliament, to imagine any ſuch thing. 

Is it not as much as to ſay, if the Church of Scotland 
makes uſe of the Privileges which ſhe poſſeſſes by Law, 
the Parliament will take them from her? This is very 
ſurprizing if it be true; for my Part I would make the 
Experiment for the very Satisfaction of knowing whe- 


ther it be ſo or not. I knqw not what Sort of Crime 


it is by Law to ſpeak ill of the Parliament, but I am 
ſure if ſuch a thing were affirmed of the King it would 


he a treaſonable — And very likely it hath a 


Mix» 


— 
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| | | 
Mixture of Treaſon in it as it ſtands, for the Parliament 


includes the King, as no act of theirs is valid without 
his Aſſent. However this be, I have no ſuch frightful 


Apprehenſions, I rather imagine, that in all Caſes of 
this Nature, we loſe our Privileges by not making uſe 


of them, as an act of Parliament itſelf loſes its Force 
by what the Lawyers call Deſuetude. And it is ſo in 
the Church, not only in more publick, but in private 
Government. Many Miniſters through the Country 
have, by the Perſuaſion of Complaiſance, and a certain 
thing called Prudence, ſo long, and ſo greatly ſlackened 
the Reins of Diſcipline, that it will be difficult for them 
ever to take them up again, particularly with regard to. 
the Nobility and Gentry. 


What then is to be done? Why, in this, and the 


other, and in all Caſes, a bold and reſolute ſtand ought 
to be made by every Man for what he thinks his Right 
or his Daty. There is an old proverb, that Fortune fa- 


_ vours the Brave ; if J run no Riſk in my Trade, I can 


make no Gain, but muſt loſe by Idleneſs. The Truth 
is, I fee no Riſk of loſing in this Cafe at all, but a very 
great Proſpect of gaining, and that on theſe two follow- 
ing Accounts. In the firſt Place, we live under a King, 
whoſe Candour and Goodneſs are univerſally acknow- 
leged, as well as his Abilities to diſcern his own Intereſt 
well known. If ever therefore this Matter ſhould come 
to be difcourſed of above, it can be eaſily ſhown to his 
Majeſty that the violent Method of ſettling Pariſhes in 
this Country is not only diſtreſſing to the People, but 
contrary. to the Intereſt of the Crown. It is well known 
that the Preſbyterians have ever been the ſtauncheit 


Friends to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, or perhaps I may 
ſay, the only ſtaunch Friends to that Succeſſion in Scet- 


land. To oppreſs them therefore in general, mult diſ- 
pirit them at leaſi; and to give the publick Encourage- 
ment to a deſpiſed forſaken Miniſtry that have nothing 
to ſay among the People, nor any Influence over them, 
is the worſt policy imaginable. It is to hire a Set of 
Men who are of no uſe, either in a religious or civil Ca- 
pacity. Beſides, if they are forſaken by the Preſbyte- 
rians, they will be in a Manner unavoidably 3 a 

Con⸗ 


— 
at Wo 


E —— — —— 
5 — Tay i, Ot — 2 \ 


— 


rr 


k 8 1 _ 2 5 228 
ney Th l * * R | a, 
3 ws 2 2 . — oy 
e r > : * 
83 r 2 — . = 4 * — ? * 
8 Fo Bs." coating . : 


4 Do WED 
— 5+ * 7 
3 


5 wiz 97 
— 


— ? 
—— ren a — DET 


— - 


e 


252 
oy 


FR 


LIFE 
re 


— 


— 3 «$ * _ £20 3 
— — —  — —— —_— 
— —y — — 2 vw — OO. - a * 
2 14 0 . - 7 2 — 


— 
* 


mg RT 


* 
— 


. 


a 5-40 
mn FP. 2 
* — 


4 
Q 
* 


a 
I 


| 55 
Connexion and Intimacy with the Jacobitet, What Ef- 
fect this may have, we Cannot venture to ſay, for I ſpeak 
here only of future Poſſibilities: But ſurely there is 
ſome Danger in it; and the Danger appears to me the 
greater, when I reflect, who were the Perſons generally 
in the Aſſembly 1747, who were for allowing diſaffect- 
ed nonjurant Epiſcopal Heritors, a ſhare in the Electi- 
on of a Preſbyterian Miniſter, they were almoſt all to a 
Man the ſame Set that are for ſupporting Patronage in 
its Rigour. | 

The other Circumſtance that gives me hope 1n this 


Matter is, That if Gentlemen Heritors, few of whom 


are Patrons, and ſeveral of whom are members of Parlia- 


ment, ever come to think much upon this Subject, they 


will find that it is contrary to their Intereſt alſo to in- 


courage Violent Settlements. For thoſe Miniſters whoſe 


People forſake them, and who by that Means have leaſt 
to do at home, always wander mult abroad, ſpend moſt 


Money, and conſequently will be greedieſt of Augmen- 
This alſo is verified in fact by the late proceſs 


tations. 
upon that Subject; for tho” all Miniſters, as it is natu- 
ral to ſuppoſe, would have been pleaſed to have had their 


 Stipends augmented, yet the keeneſt, fierceſt and moſt 


indiſcreet Proſecutors of that Scheme were known to be 
the Abettors of Preſentations; whereas, thoſe on the 
other Hand, who uſed in Settlements to have ſome {ſmall 
Conſideration of us the Vulgar, and conſequently, to 
ſhow comparatively leſs Regard to the Gentry, in this 
Affair, wherein only their own temporal Intereſt was 
concerned, diſcovered the greateſt Modeſty and Defe- 
rencèe. 5 | A. 

Thus, Dear Brethren, I have laid before you a plain 
artleſs Account of our preſent Situation as to violent 
Settlements, and pointed out to you, I think, pretty, 
plainly, upon whoſe Shoulders the Blame ought to be 
laid. I intended next to have ſpoken ſomething of the 


preſent State of the Church, as to Doctrine, and man- 


ner of preaching, but as this Letter is like to be longer 


than J expected, and as this is a deep Subject, which, 


perhaps, an Elder may be thought to have leſs to do 
with than Government, I ſhall let it alone, at leaſt for 
this 


) 
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this Time, and proceed to conſider one other very ex- 
traordinary Part of the late publick Proceedings of our 
Church, which when I have done, I will plead a little 


for your Help. | 


What I have now in view is the late tyrannical Im- 
poſitions upon Conſcience, rebuking, ſuſpending and 


depoling Miniſters for not doing what appears to them to 


be plainly ſinful. In former Times the high flying 


Party thought it ſufficient, when they got a Majority, 


to tyrrannize over us the People, but now that they 


imagine their party is ſufficiently ſtrong, they have fallen 
fiercely and vehemently upon the Miniſters that appear 


upon our Side, And if they ſhall be ſo far ſucceſsful 


as to frighten the weakeſt of them into a Compliance, 


and to caſt the moſt reſolute of them out of the Church, 


we ſhall be in a ſad Situation; and may, in a ſhort Time, 
expect as lax and impure a Church as ever Scotland ſaw. 
They do not now fatisfy themſelves with getting their 
mercenary Preſentees ſettled in a peaceable Manner, by 


ſuch as are willing to do it, but they envy that handful 
of honeſt Men, who make any Reſiſtance to their Mea- 
ſures in publick Courts, the Satisfaction of a pure 
Conſcience, tho' it be already accompanied with ſecret 
Mourning and Tears for the Abominations that are 
done in the Land. Thus in the Year 1751 they thought 


to have ſuſpended Mr. 7%n Adam, and the Preſbytery 


of Linlithgxw, merely for deſiring to be excuſed from 


actual Preſence at the Settlement of 7orphichen. This 


they were happily prevented in, but in May laſt they 


went {till farther, and depoſed from the Miniſtry Mr. 


Gilleſpie at Car noch for declining to be preſent at the 
Admiſſion of Mr. Richardſon at Inverkteithing. 1 muſt 


acknowledge that this Stroke ſurprized me, tor tho' I 


have been full of Fears for theſe ſeveral Years by paſt, 
it never entered into my Mind that they would go this 
Length in my Time. I was always affraid that ſome 
tender 2 Miniſters would take a Diſguſt, fall 
into a deſpondent Neglect of Duty, or perhaps ſeparate 
too ſoon, which is very incident to human Nature. 
But I little expected that they would depoſe a Man for 
no other Crime than honeſtly adhering to ſuch Senti- 

ments 


Py : 


[86:1 
ments as hitherto, whoever thought proper, have been 
allowed openly to profeſs in the General Aſſembly. 

The only Reaſon they pretend to give for this extra- 
ordinary Step is, That it was neceſſary in order to ſup- 
port the "Conſtitution, that Inferiors muſt obey their 
Superiors, and that the Sentences of the ſupreme Court 
mult be executed. The laſt of theſe Aſſertions I allow, 

but T utterly deny, that any Neceſſity thence aroſe of de- 
poſing Mr. Gilleſpie, They mult permit a plain Man to 
alk them a few Queſtions : Is not a Regard to Tenderneſs 
of Conſcience as much as poſſible to be ſtudied, eſpeci- 
ally by a Church Court? Were there not many Ways 
of executing the Sentence of the ſupreme Court, with- 
out bearing hard upon any Man's Conſcience? And 
therefore will not God take Vengeance upon thoſe that 
impoſe upon the Conſciences of others, when even the 
End which they themſelves propoſe, whether it be good 
or bad, does not require it? It is a moſt notorious Fal- 
lacy which can eaſily be detected, even by ſuch a Man as 
I am, to ſay, that the Sentence of the ſupreme Court 
muſt take Effect, and therefore that Mr. Gilleſpie muſt be 
depoſed, becauſe he cannot comply with it. Again as 
i180 to Inferiors obeying their Superiors, that they are bound 
. to do ſo in all Caſes, is a moſt groſs Falſhood, for the 
1 Scripture ſuppoſes the contrary, when it ſays, we 7uf? 
il obey God rather than Man; And to affirm, that the 
10 Church of Scotland cannot ſubſiſt, without conſtraining 
to Compliance, or depoſing every Man that ſhall ſcruple 
Il perſonal active Obedience to every Appointment of any 
W particular Aſſembly, is making the Church of Scotland 
"nt more tyrannical and rigorous than any civil Government 
j! - that ever I heard of. But as theſe Topicks have been 
Kill ſtrongly reaſoned in the anſwers to the Reaſons of Diſſent 
. from the Commiſſion in March laſt, and in a Way much 
nj. ' ſuperior to what I can pretend to, 1 have thus but brief- 
* ly mentioned them, and ſhall go on to make a few of my 
. own Reflections upon this Subject, which perhaps will 
; be more level to your Capacities. 8 7 
1060 And ſurely it muſt appear very wonderful to you and 
li ( me, who are not uſed to nice Diſtinctions, to be told, 
5 that it is neceſſary, in order to ſupport the Conſtitution 
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to depoſe a Man that will not, and becauſe he will not, 
diſobey a ſtanding Act of the General Aſſembly, The 
Aſſembly 1736 expreſly prohibits all Preſbyteries (which 
I ſuppoſe Means all the Members of them) to have any 
hand in intruding Miniſters upon reclaiming Congrega- 


tions. The Commiſſion of the Aſſembly 1751 appoints 


the Preſbytery of Dunfermline, to intrude. a Man upon 


the Pariſh of Inverteithing ſtrongly reclaiming : And 


| becauſe Mr. Gilleſpie will not do this, the Aſſembly 1752 
depoſe him, that they may ſupport the Conſtitution. 
This is the plain Matter of fact, upon which ! ſhall on- 
ly 15 , that if theſe Gentlemen's Argument, that it is 
neceſſary for the Support of the Conſtitution be juſt and 
concluſive, it is the ſtrangeſt Conſtitution that ever was 
known, and may require, in a ſmall compaſs of Time, 


directly oppoſite Means to ſupport it. It has been faid 
that Bodies politick reſemble natural Bodies, but in this I 
am ſure they widely differ; for tho' it be allowed as to 


natural Bodies that one Man's Meat is another Man's Poi- 


ſon, it was never heard of, that what is a Man's Poiſon 


one Day is neceſſary to the ſame Man's Health another; 
yet it ſeems this is the Caſe with the Body Politick of the 


Church of Scotland. It is juſt, as if I owed all Allegi- 
ance to his.Majeſty King George in the Year 1736, but 


1 deſerve to be hanged for refuſing to drink the Preten- 
der's Health in the Year 1752, if he who happens to be 
Provoſt of this Town ſhall be ſo wicked as to comman 
me to do it. The only Thing comfortable in this Doc- 
trine is, that it appears from it, that the Conſtitution . 
of the Church is ambulatory, and its Food or the Means 
of its Support alterable: So that tho' it be neceſſary to 


depoſe Mr. Cilloſpie that the Conſtitution may be main- 
tained in the Year 1752, it may happen. to be equally 
neceſſary for maintaining the ſame Conſtitution to re- 
pone him in the Year 1753. This I hope will be the 
Caſe; and if I knew any Thing that about a Dozen 
Brethren, whom I could name, would have a Scruple 
at, I would heartily wiſh and zealouſly {tickle that the 
Aſſembly ſhould appoint them to do it, that their De- 
polition might follow their Diſobedience. But I am 
obliged to relinquiſh this Project; for, by what e 
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have written and publiſhed, I ſee it would puzzle the 
VWoeiſeſt Aſſembly that has met ſince the Revolution to find 
any Thing that would put their Conſciences to a Stand. 
One Thing I have learned upon the Subject of Go- 
vernment from our new Managers, which I ſhall com- 
municate to you, it is this, that every particular Mini- 
ſter being conſtrained to obey every particular Appoint- 
ment of any General Aſſembly, in Matters of Judgment, 
is of vaſtly greater Conſequence for the Support of the 
Conſtitution, than the Obſervation of the ſtanding Laws 
of the Church, enacted with Conſent of Preſbyterics, 
and Submiſſion to which is ſubſcribed and promiſed by 
all. Hence it follows, that the Preſervation of Purity 
of Doctrine, and a ſtrict Adherence to the Rules laid 
down for parochial and private Practice, is not once to 
be laid in the Ballance with executing a violent Settle- 
ment appointed by an Aſſembly or Commiſſion. Till 
T found out this, I was at a great Loſs to know what 
were, in the Minds of theſe Gentlemen, the Matters of 
Indifference about which, as Chriſtians, we ought to 
exerciſe Forbearance and mutual Love; or, Whether 
there were any ſuch Things at all. But now it appears, 
that there are abundance of them, viz. all the ſtanding 
Laws of the Church; and, in Wil Manner, the Ar- 
ticles of the Confeſſion of Faith, viſiting and catechiſing 
in Pariſhes, &c. as to the obſerving or neglecting of all 
which, I defy-any Man to name a Period wherein great- 
er Tenderneſs was ſhown than is at this Day, | 
This is a pretty extraordinary Scheme of Conduct, 
-and- yet my mentioning it is ſo far from doing them 
Injuſtice, that it is rather doing them a Service; ſor it 
furniſhes a.Key to explain many inconſiſtent and con- 
tradictory Appearances, and makes them of a Piece with 
themſelves, To convince you of this, I will here re- 
late a Paſſage to which I was an Eye and an Ear Wit- 
neſs. In a certain Synod when the Preſbyteries were 
upon ptivy Cenſures, the Members preſent of the Preſ- 
bytery of — —— were aſked by the Moderator, if they 
kept up claſſical Meetings in their Preſbytery. An emi- 
nent Member of that Preſbytery, who ſhall be name- 
leſs, (who was, and is, a ſtrenuons Aſſerter of Church 
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Authority, and voted to depoſe Mr. Gilleſpie) aſked the | _ 
Moderator what theſe claſſical Meetings were, for truly, 
che faid) he knew nothing about them. He was told 
they were Meetings of a few Miniſters in a Neighbour- 
hood for Chriſtian Conference, mutual Aſſiſtance, and 
Advice, as to the beſt Methods of promoting the Suc- 

_ ceſs of the Goſpel, and joint Prayer to God for his Bleſ- 
ſing upon their Labours : The Moderator added, that 


there was an Act of Aſſembly, that all Preſbyteries ſhould 


be divided into ſuch Diſtricts as were molt convenient 
for theſe Meetings, Now I might eaſily ſhow by many 


Arguments that ſuch Forgetfulneſs of ſo important an 


Act of Aſſembly did not look like a very great Venera- 


tion for its Authority. However paſſing this, hath it 
not a very ſtrange Appearance, that tho' it was thus in- 
timated to them, neither that Miniſter, nor any in that 


Preſbytery, have ever yet thought of beginning their 
Obedience, notwithſtanding that what I have narrated 


paſt ſeveral Years ago? Would not this tempt any Man 
to ſay to them, (when inculcating the Neceſſity of Obe- 
dience to the Authority of the Church) in the Words 
of the Apoſtle Paul, Rom. 2. 21. Thou that teacheft 


another, teacheſt thou not thyſelf ® Thou that preacheſt 


a Man ſhould net fleal, daſi thou ſteal 9----Thou that 
makeſt thy boaſt of the Law, through breaking the Law 


. diſhonoureſt thou God £ But in order to make all this 
conſiſtent with the profeſt Principles of ſuch Men, it is 


neceſſary to obſerve, That the ſtanding Acts of the 


Aſſembly are not, nor ever were, the Objects of their 


Love and Obedience, but its Deciſions allenarly ap- 


pointing (violent) Settlements. 


Having done them ſo far Juſtice on the general Point, 


I muſt do them ſtill farther Juſtice, and confeſs that 


there may poſlibly be another Reaſon for their Piſobe- 
dience to the Act Appointing claſſical Meetings. Per- 


haps they are not clear in their Conſcience about ob- 


ſerving it, and if that is the Caſe, I am for their being 
diſpenſed with, tho” it would be uſing them better than 


they uſe others, You wilt perhaps ſay, that I am mon- 


ſtrouſly uncharitable to ſuppoſe, that meeting for Pray- 
er and Conference can be againſt their Conſcience ; but 
Oo 1 
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As will make quite evident in a few Words the Poſſibility 
and even Probability of my Suppoſition. Do you not 
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all know many Miniſters who will not countenance, | 
- and ſome who even expreſly diſcourage Meetings of pri- 
vate Chriſtians in their Pariſhes for Prayer and Confe- 
rence ? If that is the Caſe, it can hardly be imagined 
they are clear to practiſe themſelves what ey” think 
wrong and dangerous in others. | | 
But to return to the Depoſition of Mr. Gilleſpie; - "WON 
is one Way in which I have been much accuſtomed to 
think upon this Subject. It is to reduce the Deed to its 
firſt Principles, as it were, in the following Manner : 
The Depoſition of a Miniſter is always done in the 
| Name, and by the Authority, of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and is 3 d to be founded upon ſomething in the 
_ depoſed Perſon's Character that is utterly inconſiſtent 
with, and repugnant to, the Qualifications that Chriſt 
hath required in his Miniſters. Now, after the moſt 
ſerious and impartial Conſideration, I am not able to 
diſcover how it can be made out, that this Opinion of 
_ Mr. Gilleſpie's about the Unlawfulneſs of violent Settle- 
ments is inconſiſtent with the Character of a Miniſter of 
Chriſt, Nay ſuppoſing, (tho' not granting) that it is 
a wrong Opinion, it can never be proven, that it is a 
fundamental Error, or of ſuch Conſequence, that none 
maintaining it have a Right to be Miniſters of the 
Goſpel. If this Obſervation is juſt, the Aſſembly have 
depoſed a Man without Scripture Warrant; they have 
rejected a Man whom Chriſt has received, and ſo run 
a great Hazard from him who ſaid to his Apoſtles, He 
that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me ; and he that defpiſeth 
me, deſpiſethb him that ſent mo. 
it is in vain to pretend, as ſome ds; that there was 
not much in the Crime itſelf, of which he was guilty, 
but in ſo far as it was Diſobedience to the Authority of 
the Church, interponed in the Caſe ; for all that is 
gained by this, is only bringing the whole Guilt upon 
that Church Court that laid ſuch an Appointment upon 
him, under the Pain of Depoſition, or the higheſt Cen- 
fares of the Church; becauſe it ſeems to be yielded by 
that Argument, that this was threatning a Penalty which 
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There are ſome that take another Way of removing 
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12 they had no Right, either to threaten, or to inflict, for | 
ſuch a Crime, The Truth is, I do not love this Lan- 


guage of making Church Authority ſo great a Matter, 


and ſcrupling active Compliance with; ſome of its Or- 
ders fo great a Crime, becauſe my ſmall Skill deceives 


me, if it be not wholly of the Roman Catholick Strain. 


It is in this very Way, that they pretend to enforce . 
the Commands that they cannot evidently found upon 
the Word of God. Another Thing that gives me a 
Diſguſt at it, is, that after a good Deal of Thinking, 
and ſome Enquiry, I cannot recolle& any Paſſage of 

| Scripture that commands Miniſters to give able 

Obedience to Church Authority, or indeed, that en- 


olute 


joins Obedience to it at all, which general Precept one 


would think ſhould be found there, if ſo much Streſs 


is to be laid upon it. But I remember a great many 
Paſſages in which the Apoſtles and firſt Miniſters are 


warned againſt uſurping Authority over one another, 
or deſiring the Pre-eminence, as if this were a Thing 


which human Nature in the beſt were exceedingly prone 
to fall into. And, I think, Experience bath much ju- 


ſtified this, and made very manifeſt the Wiſdom of the 


Spirit of God, and his perfect Knowledge of what is in 


this Difficulty ; they acknowledge that Mr. G3lleſpie's 


Crime is indeed not ſuch as is inconſiſtent with the Cha- 
racter of a Miniſter of Chriſt in general, but only that 


it unfits him for being a Miniſter of the Church of 


Scotland. But ſurely they do not conſider how little 
Honour they do to the Church of Scotland, who make 


ſuch a Defence. I ſhould be ſorry to think, that the 


Church of Scotland, and the Church of Chriſt, are di- 
ſtinct Societies, and require diſtin& Qualifications in 


their Members. But, inſtead of any other Reaſoning 
upon this Subject, I would beg the Favour of all ſuch 
as make this Defence for the Aſſembly's Conduct, to 
hearken till I tell them a ſhort Story. In the Time 
when the Diſſenters were hotly perſecuted in England, 
a high Churchman who was a virulent Enemy to the 


Preſbyterians, and who not only ſpoke and wrote 
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WY __ _.gainſt them, but was inſtrumental in impriſoning 
1 fining them, happened to fall into Converſation with a 
moderate Layman. This Perſon ſaid to him, I wonder 
ho you can allow vourſelf to treat in ſo malignant a 
Manner, and perſecute theſe poor Diſſenters, when I 
am ſure, and you cannot deny, that there are many 
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of them ſincere, ſerious and good People, however 
they may have ſome ſmall needleſs Scruples. I doubt 
it not, ſaid the Doctor, but obſerve that we do not 
perſecute them as they are ſerious and good People, 


but only as they are Schiſmaticks. Very well, ſaid the 


other, but if you ſtrike a Schiſmatick, and God find a 


Saint bleeding with the Stroke, I would not be in your 


Coat for more than I can tell you of. To apply this 
to our own Caſe, if the General Aſſembly caſt a Man 
out of tha Church of Scotland, who hath a right to be 


a Miniſter in the Church of Chriſt, I would not chooſe 


to abide their Trial in the Day of his appearing. 

What hath led me much into this way of thinking, is, 
my having been much in England when young, about 
my Buſineſs, and ſo having had an Opportunity of ſee- 


ing more Churches than one; as alſo my Reading hav- 


ing lain much among the Engliſh Divines that wrote a- 
bout an hundred Years ago, and that compoſed our Con- 
feſſion of Faith and Catechiſms. By this Means I have 
been uſed to conſider Things is a more large and ex- 
tenſive Manner than ſome others of my own Level. 


And the Reſult of all my Obſervation, Study and En- 


quiry hath been the fixing me in the following Belief, 
which I will not alter till I ſee good Cauſe. It is, That 
Chriſt hath a viſible Church upon Earth, and always 
will have it, ſo long as the World ſtands. That he 
himſelf is the only ſupreme Head and King of that 
Church, and in that Capacity hath very plainly laid 
down in his Word the Terms of Admiſſion into it, and 


the Qualifications of its Members and Miniſters. That 
it is at any Man's peril if he. take from or add to the 
Terms that he hath required, That any particular 


Church is but a Part of the Catholick Church aſſociated 
for Conveniency, which ought to hold Communion with 
the whole, as Members united to them through 2 
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the univerſal Head. That whoever hath a Right of | 


Church Memberſhip, or a Call to be a Miniſter in the 
Catholiek Church, by the Law of Chriſt, bath a Right 


to Admiſſion into, "and Communion with, any particular 
Church that profeſſeth to be under the ſame Lord. 


That any particular Church that makes more, or other 
Terms of Communion: with her, than Chriſt hath 
thus made for all, doth, in fo far fin prievouſly, and 


ſhall undergo a ſevere T rial. From theſe Principles, 
which appear to me undeniable, I infer, that to fay 


Mr. Gilleſpie hath a Right to be a Miniſter of the 
Church of Chriſt in general, but not of the Church of 
Scetland, is yielding up the Point in Debate, and con- 
feſſing that the Aſſembly have, in depoſing him, done 
a molt unjuſt and unwarrantable Thing. However, 


that is not what the Aſſembly ſay for themſelves, for 


by their Sentence, they in the Name, and by the Au- 


thority, of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, depoſe him from the 


Office of the holy Miniſtry. Which Sentence, tho” in 


Part it takes Place on Earth by ſome Limitation of his. 


Uſefulneſs, I much fear is not ratified in Heaven. 


I am informed, that the Promoters of this tyrannical 


Meaſure are very proud, that tliey have almoſt all the 


Lawyers, who are Members of the General Aſſembly, | | 


upon their Side, Many of theſe Gentlemen it ſeems 


have affirmed, that they do not underſtand how Men 
can have a Scruple of Conſcience at obeying the _ 
tences of their Superiors, be they what they will. 

this I am willing to believe them, becauſe they "ke 


have an Action againſt me if I gave them the Lie. We 
are alſo told, that an eminent Servant of the Crown, 
and once a Servant of the Church, has ſaid in open Aſ- 


ſembly, that taking away! Miniſters Stipends would en- 


lighten their Conſciences. This J cannot ſo eaſily grant; 
but what hath led the Gentleman to ſo reaſonable, can- 
did, modeſt and mannerly a Suppoſition is not eaſy to 
gueſs. If I were allowed a Conjecture, it would be, 


that he feels by his own Experience, that a Poſt from 
the Government makes all political Truths plain and 

clear, and therefore he ſuppoſes the fame Thing mult 
hold as to theological, I will alſo ſuppoſe, in order to 
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do him all Juſtice, that he never heard that two thou - 


ſand Miniſters in England had their Stipends taken from 


them on St. Bartholomew's Day 1662, and yet their 
Conſciences continued in the ſame State as before. Whe- 
ther the ſame Thing ever happened to the ſame Num- 
ber of Lawyers, at one Time, I have not Knowledge 
enough in Hiſtory to determine. However, if want of 
Money enliphtens the Conſcience, I will never take that 
Gentleman for my Caſuiſt, for according to his own 
Reaſozing, he mult have a very dark Conſcience, Money 


being a Commodity with which he very much abounds, 


But that I may take good Care of myſelf, and ſay 


nothing with Reſpe& to the Lawyers that differ from 


me, but what ſhall be perfectly harmleſs, I only farther 
obſerve, That it is a very great Pity. this Affair did not 


happen a few Years ſooner, for if it had, the Aſſembly 


that appointed Commiſſioners to proſecute the Augmen- 
tation Scheme before the Parliament, would probably 


have choſen ſome of theſe honourable and learned, and 


conſcientious Elders that oppoſed it to go to London up- 
on that Errand, and commanded them with all Fidelity 
and Diligence to promote it, under Pain of being de- 
poſed from their Office of Elderſhip. This would have 
been the more proper Trial of their Obedience, that 
they all profeſſed in the Aſſembly that their ſincere (that 


is conſcientious) Regard to the beſt Intereſts of the 


Church of Scotland inclined them to oppoſe that Scheme. 
And this is what Charity obliges us to believe was their 
real and only Motive, and that their own temporal In- 
tereſt as Heritors did not in the leaſt influence them to 
be of that Opinion. If therefore they had in ſuch a 
Caſe ſubjected their private Conſcience to the Conſci- 
ence of the Society, as they allege ſhould be done in o- 
ther Inſtances, it would have been adorning their Doc- 
trine by their Practice, and we could not have refuſed 
to believe that they are now in Earneſt. - We have 
loſt the Pleaſure for once of ſeeing how they would 


\ 


behave in ſuch Circumſtances, but I hope the Clergy 
will take the Hint, from the ready promiſed Submiſſion 
of theſe Gentlemen, to ſet the Augmentation Scheme 


again on Foot, ſor, to be ſure, they will be more ar 
1 | an 


VV 
and expert Sollicitors than thoſe formerly ſent; want 
of Funds need be no Diſcouragement, ſince many of 


them are in good Capacity to go upon their own Char- 


ges; and, I dare ſay, there is no Chriſtian who will 


not more readily ſacrifice his Money than his Conſci- 


ence to Church Authority. 18 

In the mean Time, I hear there is a Scheme projected 
for drawing ſome preſent Benefit from the high Repute 
into which Church Authority has come of late, to which 
every good Man ought to wiſh Succeſs. The Deſign 
is, that the next General Aſſembly ſhould be deſired to 
make an Act enforcing the Obſervation of the Ten Com- 


mandments, which it is hoped will have a very happy 


Effect. The only Difficulty is, - that as ſtanding Acts 


are not treated with the ſame Reſpect as particular Ap- 


pointments, it will be neceſſary to make it ſpecial, and 
to ſay, The General Aſſembly did, and hereby do, ex- 

preſly appoint the Reverend Meſſrs VW. K. 1. H. &c. 
Mliniſters, his M------'s 4-------e, Mr. G. E. &c. El- 
ders, ſtrictly and carefully to obſerve the Ten Com- 
mandments, and that all and every one of the Days 
that ſhall intervene betwixt and the next Meeting of the 
General Aſſembly; and ſo the Appointment may be 
renawed every Year, I cannot think any Man can 
take this amiſs, becauſe ſuppoſing all the Perſons ſo 
named to be very good, yet they will not pretend to 
be perfect in Holineſs: And further, even his Majeſty 
King George, who hath at leaſt as good a Right to be 
oftended with plain Dealing as any of his Subjects, eve- 


ry Time he goes to Church, (which, I am informed, 


he does much oftner than ſeveral of our Aſſembly El- 
ders,) is exhorted, as one of the Audience, to the 
Practice of his Duty, and takes it in good Part. This 
— Difficulty then being removed, 1 hope, by the Means 
Propoſed, theſe old obſelete Statutes may be revived, 
rand that they ſhall no more be regarded in the fame 
Light as the old Acts of Aſſembly, which, as an eminent 


Church Politician once told me, are like the Rules in- 


ſcribed in Barber's Shops, which every Man tranſgreſſes, 


becauſe there is no coercive Force to inflict the Penalty | 


upon the Tranſgreſlors. 
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| And now, Brethren, having written at conſiderable | 
Length upon theſe two Subjects, the appointing of vi- 
olent Settlements, and the depoſing of Miniſters that 
deſire to keep their Conſciences clear of them; I muſt 
aſk yon, Do you think this is a promiſing State of the 
Church ? Or do you not rather think that Appearances 
are very threatning, an&that all who wiſh well to our 
Zion ſhould be loudly called upon to lend a helping 
Hand, and ſtudy to prevent our Ruin? As I told you 
in "the beginning of this Letter, Corruptions ſlide in 
gradually for the moſt Part, and ſo may be overlooked ; 
but whoever will take a little Pains may ſee what we 
ſhall arrive at in a ſhort Time. I take the Liberty 
therefore earneſtly to beſeech and exhort you, not to 
fit {till unconcerned, but to exert yourſelves to the 
utmolt for che Reformation and Purity of your Mother 
Church, that the Things may be ſtrengthned that re- 
main, and are ready to die. There are many Minifters 
that do all they can to lull you aſleep in Indifference 
as to publick Matters, they alledge that you are already 
too zealous upon all theſe Points, ungovernable and 
headſtrong. This 1 know and affirm to be a vile abo- 
minable Falſehood. You are in this Generation, ſloth- 
ſul and ſecure, or if you think of ſuch Things at all, it 
is only to make a few Reflections in Converſation, to 
commend one Man, and diſcommend another, but it 
is not to ſtir up yourſelves to Diligence in your proper 
Sphere, and your own Duty. Moſt of you indeed will 
make loud Complaints in your own Caſe, if you'are in 
Danger of having a Miniſter thruſt in upon you con- 
trary to your Inclinations : But how little Concern do 
vou ſhow when your Neighbours are in the ſame Situ- 
ation? May it not give any Man the higheſt Indigna- 
tion, to ſee, that when a violent Settlement is carrying 
on before a Preſbytery, almoſt every Miniſter that ſup- 
ports ſuch a Cauſe, ſhall be able to bring an Elder from 

{ His Seſſion, who onght to be the Guardians of the Rights 
of the People, to follow him implicitely in his tyran- 
nical Votes, ns RL 
It hath often grieved me exceedingly to ſee your Zeal 

and Concern for the Cauſe of Religion, by the _ 
1 ja 
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| chief Cauſe of it. They have excecding good Rules 


. 1. * 3 
of Satan, in a great Meaſure or wholly miſplaced. In 
ſome of the Forms of Worſhip, as when lately ſome 
additional Hymns were propoſed to be ſung in Churches, 


when fome propoſed to adminiſter the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper oftner, with fewer Sermons: You made 


a great Out-cry, and feared that the Methods of the 


Church of England were to be introduced. Alas! you 
know little about the Church of Englands none of 


theſe Things have the leaſt Relation to it. There are 
ſmaller Differences as to the Manner of Worſhip in the 


Eaſt, the Weſt, the North of Scotland, and the moſt 
admired of the Preſbyterians in England have ſeveral 
Differences in their Way from our Miniſters in Scotland, 


and yet are utterly oppoſite to Epiſcopacy. I have been 


in England, and therefore I hope you will give ſome 
Credit to me when I aſſure you, that you fear often 
where no Fear is, and are wholly unconcerned where 


there is the greateſt and moſt imminent Danger. There 


is no Danger in Scotland of the Form of Epiſcopacy, 
of which the true Reaſon is, that the Gentry and Civil 
Rulers who are poſſeſt of the Biſhop's Lands and Rents 
will not eaſily part with them: They will not change 
Preſbytery for Epiſcopacy, becauſe the firſt is a much 
cheaper Eſtabliſhment than the laſt. But tho' you are 
in no Danger of the Form of the Church of Zg/and, 
you are in much Danger of the Spirit of it, viz. a Go- 
vernment exerciſed in the like Manner, and a Clergy 
of the ſame Character and Strain, There are many 
Places in England where their Miniſters are Drunkards, 
Swearers, - Brawlers, Gameſters, and the People are 
quiet and indifferent about the Matter, or, to ſpeak 
more properly, they arc, Lite People, lite Pricft, ac» 
cording to the Proverb. All our Merchants that travel 
up to England will inform you of this Fact: And I will 
tell you, it is not the Common»prayer Book, or even 
— Government, that is either the only or the 


in their Canons and Books of Diſcipline, but the main 
Cauſe of it is, that the Patronage- act is ſo ſtrictly bound 


upon them; for there, whoever is preſented, be he of 


what Character he will, muſt be ordained, 
5 3 12 1 
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Active, eſpecially at this critical Time. If you fit ſtil! 


and do nothing, your malicious, fruitleſs, deſponding 
Complaints, and laying the blame upon others, will be 


inexcuſable in the ſight of God. Or, that I may expreſs 


my own Hope, I will ſay to you, much as Mordecai ſaid 
to Eſther, /f you altogether hold your Peace at this Time, 
then ſhall there Enlargement and Deliverance ariſe from 
another Place; but you and yours ſhall be deſtroyed. 

But left you now ſhould aſk me, what it is that you 
ean do for the Church at this Time, I ſhall concludemy 


Letter with offering you a few Directions, ſhewing what 


you eee and ought to do, and what, with your fer- 
vent Prayers for the Succeſs of your Endeavours, I hope 


vill be effectual to reſtore and ſupport the Conſtitution, 


1, Every Seſſion that enters into the above Views 
of our preſent Situation, and whoſe Miniſter is in any 


Degree inclined to the tyrannical Meaſures now in 


Vogue, ought to wait upon him in a Body, expoſtulate 
the Matter with him, and beſeech him in the Spirit of 
Meekneſs to conſider the deſolate, torn and divided State 
of this Church; to have ſome Compaſſion on thoſe poor 
People for whoſe Souls he watches, as one that muſt give 
an Account unto God. They ought to repreſent to him 
the ſhameful and dreadful Abſurdity of treating with 


Contempt in Ward or Deed (as too many do) thoſe 


who muſt be his Joy and Crown of Rejoicing, (if he 
has any,) in the Day of the Lord, while he almoſt 
worſhips the Gentry who trample upon his Character, 


and deſpiſe his Miniſtrations. I make no Queſtion that 
this will have a very good Effect in many Caſes, eſpe- 


cially if often repeated; and you have Encouragement 
to attempt it from the Parable in the Goſpel of the un- 


Juſt Judge and the poor Widow, who by her Perſeve- 


rance made him at laſt ſay, Tho! I fear not God nor re- 


gard Man, yet becauſe this Widow troubleth me, 1 will 


avenge her of her Adverſarx. | | 
2dly, I muſt particularly warn you not to think upon 


one or many Diſappointments in your Deſigns of ſeced- 
- Ing, or ſeparating from the Church altogether. This 


is a dangerous Temptation of Satan. It hath a plau- 


fible Appearance, for Men think to free themſelves at 


ONCE 


once from Trouble by Separation, and to make their 
Duty eaſy: But believe me, it is no better than taking 


the Pet and running away becauſe Things go not as we 
would have them; and it always weakens the Side to 
which we wiſh well. There is another Argument 
which, I hope, will effectually diſſuade you from it, 
that I can aſſure you there is nothing which the high 
flying Clergy, who are your Enemies, ſo much defire, 


as I hape heard many Times from their own Mouths. 


They ſay, (and they ſay true,) that no Man can do 
them ſo much Harm out of the Church as in it. For 


this Reaſon I am firmly reſolved, that no Diſguſt nor 
bad Uſage ſhall induce me either to ſeparate, or even 


to ſurrender my Office as an Elder, but that I ſhall 
boldly diſcharge my Duty, and ſupport the Cauſe which 
I think right, until I be honourably caſt out, as Mr. 
Gilleſpie was, and then the Guilt will ly entirely at their 
.own Door. 8 49 ror? | 45 ES | et 
Zaly, You ought not to neglect in Seſſion to chooſe 
an Elder that will promiſe to attend the Synod and Preſ- 
bytery every half Lear. This is a Part of, the Conſti- 
tution, and yet hath been much neglected for many 
Years by paſt; there being ſeldom in any Preſbytery 
half as many Elders as there are Miniſters, tho! by right 
the Number ought to be equal. I always looked upon 


the Elders as the Repreſentatives of the People, and 


therefore expect, when the Elders are all or moſtly ab- 


ent to ſind the Intereſt of the People in a great Meaſure 


neglected. De Dog ere co. «+ M1 | 
Aly, Let all Preſbytery Elders: be not only careful 
to act a faithful. Part. in other Matters, but particularly 
let them remember to vote for proper Members to the 
General Aſſembly, not regarding whoſe Turn it is, but 
conſidering the Characters and Principles of the Perſons. 


And I hereby conjure them to be watchful that the El- 


ders choſen to the Aſſembly be, to their own Convicti- 
on, duly qualified, according to the Acts made for that 
Purpoſe. When they are atteſted by the Preſbytery, 
they are atteſted in your Names, who are Members of 
it, and therefore you ought to require, and, if needful, 


gader Form of Inſtrument, that you have ſatisſying 


| « | : : Evi- 
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5 ence bir Qualification. CE". "i is is, 
e told nan . Klders are, 1 if 4 
Di mel, agmitre Members of the: Aſſembly, tho? _ 
* d not worthip God im tlieir Camilies. themſelves, 
vor have a Uhaplain to do it for them, nor give ac | 
as tollerable' Attendance upon Divine Ordinänces. 
Froh, It is very proper that Kirk · ſeſſions thto? — 
Land ſend Repreſentations or Remonſtrances to the Ge- 

- /,  neral Aſſembly. This hath been done befofe nom; it 
woas done in the 8ynbd of Glaſzow,' and was the very 

Thing that prevented, im that gynodz àn EI oopab n- 

novation deſigned, of Hving + the Miniſter a Negative 
upon ithe hole Seſſin. Both this, and the firſt Direc- 
tion, 1 thinks exceedingly. proper and expedient; and, 
I am ſure, it is juſt; and regular. For as it is the Privi- 
Bp, of Inferiors in à free State to repreſent. their Grieu- 
_ ances:t9'their:ciyil Sapetiors, and Petition for Redreſs, 
- ſo the ſame muſt alſo be the Privilege of Inferiors i im an 
FEecleſiaſtick Society; and, 1 hope; at leaſt, às much 
Mildneſs and Teuderneſs may be expedielifrom our G- 
vernoôrs in the Church as in the State | 
ehe 6th and laſt Direction I offer! you is, not to be 
_ headffrong and ſelfiſn, but in all your Conduct to A 
And follow che Advice of ſueh Miniſters as you eſteem | 
to be moſt prudent and faithful. Muth Zeal, Without 
ſoma Knoledge to conduct it, will do but little good, 
and may do much Hurt. Unlefs you. obſerve this Di- 
:reQion. your Enemies: will make your Zeal, by. del. 
| Cunning and Policy, to evaporate and ſpend itſelf upon 
wrong Objefts:; *Df*this'I could gide everal Inſtances 
from the late Management of publick Affairs; but at 
ſent I forbear, and only recommend in general to. 
you: to be united among yourſelves, and With all who 
wish well to Moderation and Liberty. I conclude with 1 
aſſuring you that the. Proſperity and Happineſs of the 
Church of Scotland, is the earl With. es 3 "8 
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